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In the late 19th – early 20th centuries noticeable the increased participation of women in 

almost all spheres of the Russian state, political and socio-economic life, and their influence 

steadily increased. Traditionally, the increasing role of women was more noticeable in cities, 

where there were more opportunities to manifest itself, to exert their abilities and be seen. 

First of all, this applies to teaching staff. The second largest attract women area was the 

medicine. The third area in which women's participation was quite noticeable, was the charity. 

Becoming more women-cashiers (even at the State Bank), civil servants, Telegraph operators. 

The Secretary of the Novgorod statistical Committee V. A. Podobedov in 1907 noted increased 

in public institutions competition officials and servants of men by women.[2] 

According to the 1897 census in the province of Novgorod more than 80 thousand of 

women (81 784 people) gave information about the individuals as independent, including non-

target classes – 39 590, commercial – 42 194 (extractive industries, including agriculture – 

28 088, manufacturing – 6725, lines of communication – 191, trade – 2307), other classes – 4833 

people. Most of them were engaged in agriculture – 27 340, servants, odd jobs, private service – 

19 259, clothing – 2680, processing of fibers – 1713, trade – more than 1200, training and 

educational activities – 787, ceramic manufacturing – 773, chemical production – 864, 

"cleanliness and hygiene of the body" – 732. Agriculture led even single women – 14 148 

people.[3] 

One of the indicators of the increasing emancipation and independence of women was their 

participation in the savings business. The city savings banks in the province of Novgorod began 

to be established 1864 (Cherepovets). By 1870 m. they operated in 4 counties of the province of 

Novgorod, Valday, Cherepovets in Kresttsy, bringing together approximately 121 investor with 

the number of deposits 7671 rubles.[4] In addition, there were cash in the treasuries and other 

institutions. Their number increased steadily and by 1913 had reached 105 with the total amount 

of deposits of 22.3 million.[5] 

 

Data on customers of the city savings banks, Novgorod province (1864-1872).[6] 

 

categories of 

investors  

the number of 

savings books 

amount of the initial fee  

(in rubles) 
on average 



men 160 3 810 24 

women 98 3 983 41 

 

From the table it follows that although women were among the contributors was a third less 

than men, but the total amount of contributions of even a few more, and the average size of the 

contribution is much higher. 

It should be noted that women have been more frugal investors – the average amount of 

their initial contribution is almost 2 times higher than the depositors-men. 

In Lukahsinskaya state postal-telegraphic savings Bank №2 (station Valdayka Borovichi 

uyezd), 1914-1921 of investors 112 95 was the peasants, and of these, 51 woman, 61 of them 

were recorded as unskilled laborers and not farmers (among them, 45 women), a trade deal with 

only one woman. Burghers there were 12 (9 women).[7] In the book of claims by the Fund of an 

initial contribution of peasants appear, the majority – 67% (28% women).[8] 

Again, we should note the high percentage of participation in savings transactions of 

women and their contributions, as a rule, not decreased, in contrast to contributors-men, but 

rather tended to increase. 

Depositors of women you can meet representatives of different professions, classes and 

ages. Children in whose name deposits were issued, of course, parents. Let us cite, for example, 

information on the Belskaya state savings Bank at post and Telegraph office (1913-1918). 

Among its contributors was the daughter of the chief post and Telegraph office – 7 years, 

daughter of Cantor is 8 years old, the preacher's daughter – 5 years old, the daughter of a civil 

servant – 6 years, a teacher's wife, teacher, daughter of a police officer – 7 years, the wife of a 

guard, etc.[9] 

Thus, women in the province of Novgorod, as in the whole of Russia in the second half of 

XIX – early XX centuries. occupied not the last place in the most different spheres of public and 

economic life. However, before 1917 they did not have voting rights and are not accepted on 

public service (excluding the position of the lower technical staff). 
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